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At NCW, we focus hugely on transition for 
our students to become independent young 
people. In Sixth Form, this includes various 
modules such as learning how to access 
support services, as well as enhancing 
social skills, support networks and careers 
guidance and work experience.  

Keen Year 13 student Max decided 
to keep practising those all-important 
independent skills that he is learning in Sixth 
Form by working for his family business 
during lockdown over the summer. Max’s 
grandparents have a long established family 
run business in the schoolwear industry, 
something which Max had been eager to learn 
more about.

Due to Covid-19 and not being able to 
operate from their usual place of work, Max 
helped set up the selling of three junior 
schools from his home during the summer 
holidays. He managed orders over email, used 
voice over to instruct him about the orders 

and then picked and packed the uniforms to 
send out to customers!

Returning to NCW in September for the start of 
a brand new term, Max has become proficient 
in his organisational and customer service 
skills. He has also been transferring these to a 
new work placement at a local Baptist Church, 
which is linked to his studies at Sixth Form.

Max was attending the church four days per 
week and getting involved with looking after 
the community fridge, working in the café and 
maintaining the communal garden area. He is 
learning lots about the local community, their 
needs and how to respond.

Praising Max, Rev Amy Wearling said: 
“Max is such a great member of our team!”

Great work Max!

Work Experience for Max
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Children in Need is always a fun time 
at NCW with all of the effort put in to 
fundraising activities in order to raise 
money – from a two minute rowing 
challenge to board games and films, and 
a non uniform day! 

However, this year Pudsey Bear decided that 
he wanted a holiday.

Pudsey also knew that it was part of his job to 
raise money for Children in Need, so he made 
the decision to incorporate the two by asking 
for a small donation from people who wished 
to partake in his adventure. The aim of the 
game was to see which students could get the 
most sightings of our friendly yellow bear as he 
travelled around his top secret NCW holiday 
destinations. 

Here is a summary of his 
adventures…
On Tuesday 10 November, Pudsey took a 
trip to the music department where he could 
hear all the wonderful music lessons filling the 
corridors with cheer. He decided he particularly 
liked Mr Painter’s musical theatre lessons, so 
he went along to play the piano and sing along 
with the students.

Wednesday saw Pudsey Bear visit Mr Hinds 
in English, where he helped the students 
with some their work – but shhhh don’t tell 
anybody! Pudsey felt so pleased to be helpful, 
that he thought he would quite like to take over 
Mr Hinds’ English lesson until it was time to 
move on to his next location!

The voices of students have always been 
important to the running of NCW. In past 
years, this has been advocated by our Head 
Students with the help of their Senior Student 
Team, but this year, we decided to change 
things up! 

Instead of the sole responsibility resting with 
the head students, there are now four student 
committees, each of which will focus on one main 
area of the school. This gives opportunity to a 
range of students to step up and hone in on their 
leadership skills, whilst making important decisions 
for their school community.

The Committees focus on; Care and Wellbeing, 
Fundraising, Premises and VI Education. Chairs and 
Vice Chairs for these committees are chosen from 
Sixth Form students, with the rest of the members 
being made up of students from all year groups. 
Chair and Vice Chair positions can choose to run 
for head students, who will represent the school 
more formally!

The Care and Wellbeing Committee is headed 
up by both Millie and Max and will look at the 
residential side of school, covering anything from 
activities to how the student houses are ran. There 
are lots of great ideas already which include greater 
linkage between lower and upper school.

The Fundraising Committee, ran by Haris and 
Jack, will work closely with NCW’s Fundraising 
Team on events such as Children in Need and 
others which help promote the school. We are 
looking forward to finding out what fundraising 
activities will be organised!

The following two articles were written by sixth 
form student Amy, during her work experience in 
the NCW Marketing Department – thank you Amy!
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On Thursday 12 November, Pudsey made his 
way down to Surgery so that he could help our 
School Nurse, Julie in administering medicine 
to students as well as practise his hand 
washing and mask wearing. 

To end the week, Pudsey paid a visit to Jon 
and Mick in the Care Office, where he was told 
to sit and do some paperwork!! Pudsey wasn’t 
a fan, so he moved on…

Finally, on his last day of holiday travels on 
Monday 16 November, Pudsey went to see Ms 
Emanuel in the Independent Living Skills (ILS) 
department. He learnt many skills such as how 
to pour himself a drink, make a meal (honey 
and marmalade sandwiches for his friends), 
how to do some shopping and make a bed 
– all very important skills for a self-sufficient 

bear to have. Pudsey’s favourite skill was bed 
making, and as a reward he decided to have a 
lie down… all of this adventuring was tiring!

Pudsey was very sad to find out that his 
adventures were over and it was 
time to go back 
home. Pudsey 
enjoyed each of 
his destinations at 
NCW and hopes 
that he can have 
another trip again 
soon so that he can 
visit some more 
departments and 
learn even more 
new skills!

The Premises Committee focuses on the 
facilities and buildings on the school campus. This 
committee is led by Ethan and Sonali, who are 
already looking into ideas of how NCW can become 
more environmentally friendly.

Finally, the VI Education Committee is steered by 
Martha and Amy, and concentrates on the academic 
side of school. As with our other committees, 
there are lots of thoughts around how aspects of 
education could be improved such as by having a 
student mentoring initiative.

From these committees, five of the Chairs and Vice 
Chairs put themselves forward for the positions of 
head student; Martha, Ethan Haris, Jack and Max.

The candidates made compelling speeches as to 
why they should be selected, outlining their skills 
and the ideas which they feel could really make a 
difference to NCW and our community.

The votes across school were casted and counted, 

and it was announced that our new Head Students 
are Martha and Jack!

Delighted with the outcome, Martha and Jack, 
said: “We have lots of ideas of things we wish to 
amend, improve and reform, and we are looking 
forward to working with the committees to do the 
best thing possible for the entire school.”
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In January 2021, we 
will be celebrating 
one hundred years 
since Chorleywood 
College for girls 
with little or no sight 
opened its doors.  

Chorleywood College for girls with little or no 
sight was founded by the National Institute for 
the Blind (now the RNIB) and was located in the 
Cedars – a large Renaissance-style mansion 
in Hertfordshire which is now the site of the 
Cedars Retirement Village.

Miss Phyllis Monk, the first headmistress, was 
establishing the first secondary school for 
girls with a vision impairment. Many girls from 
Chorleywood were to be pioneers going onto 
the universities and into occupations including 
physiotherapy, engineering, education and law.

In 1987, Chorleywood College for Girls merged 
with Worcester College for the Blind, a boys’ 
school, to form the current co-educational 

New College Worcester!

On Thursday 21 January 2021, we will be 
holding a day of celebration to mark this 
milestone in our school’s history. We will spend 
a day off timetable with themed lessons, meals 
and celebrations and in the afternoon will be 
holding a virtual event open to all to help us 
celebrate this special day.

We would also welcome any memories of 
Chorleywood, and people involved with the 
former school may like to register to attend 
a virtual celebration event being held in the 
afternoon.

For more information about the history of the 
school, details of the celebratory event or to 
send us your memories please visit www.ncw.
co.uk/chorleywood-centenary-celebration.

Centenary Celebrations!
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At the Police Station!
Officers and staff at Worcester Police 
Station will find their work environment 
just that bit brighter, thanks to the green 
fingers of our students! 

Toby, Corey and DJ have joined the force’s 
Inclusion Volunteers, and will be looking after 
the garden in the middle of Worcester Police 
Station, as well as doing some artwork on the 
walls to provide a pleasant place for employees 
to enjoy on their breaks.

Our students are not only developing valuable 
skills for the future, but also highlighting the 
importance of working together and having a 
positive impact on the community.

Kevin Powell, Citizens in Policing Co-ordinator 
at West Mercia Police, said: “This follows 
on from similar schemes from different 
organisations at Shrewsbury, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Redditch Police Stations. The 
scheme helps break down barriers between our 
disadvantaged communities and the police, as 
well as giving the students valuable experience 
and meaningful tasks.

“We are now starting to see students on the 

scheme progress to paid employment, thanks 
to the experience gained from volunteering 
with us.”

Inspector Peter Nightingale said: “The 
creative students have created bulb ‘lasagnes’ 
and pansy planters, and delivered these to us 
at Worcester Station on 4th November. We are 
really delighted with the results, as this has 
really cheered up the area and given officers 
and staff a more attractive and peaceful area to 
enjoy their lunch, or just take a few minutes’ rest 
and reflection.”

Nathalie Emanuel, Strategic Lead for ILS at 
NCW, said: “The students have loved learning 
more about planting and have relished being 
able to get hands-on with making something 
to show their skills. The feeling that they have 
made a positive impact to another community 
is important for self-esteem.  The students 
thrive when opportunities to be involved with 
the wider community are presented; it enables 
them to make a difference. We are really grateful 
to everyone at the Worcester Station for their 
enthusiasm and support.”
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Getting 
Around 
on Wheels

The Printed Line Exhibition

Students Jack and Victoria have been 
putting their all-important mobility skills 
into practise, and have completed a great 
piece of work which focuses on how they 
each navigate their way around school 
and campus in a wheelchair. 

The main school building was built many 
years ago and over the years has had a 
number of different additions so finding the 
wheelchair-friendly route to all the different 
parts can be a challenge. But not any more!

Jack and Victoria have put together detailed 
written instructions – with Jack focusing 
on how he gets around during the school 

day to each of his lessons, whilst Victoria 
concentrates on making her way around the 
school campus to the different houses and 
facilities such as the Fit4Purpose gym and 
swimming pool.

The work completed by Jack and Victoria is 
great news for our mobility department too, 
as their hope is to create a library of student 
reports such as these which can be shared 
with any new students who are in a wheelchair.

Check out the news section of the website 
to find out about Jack’s week, day by day, 
detailing how he is getting to each of his 
timetabled lessons!

Students studying AS and A Level Art at 
NCW made a visit to local Worcester City 
Museum and Art Gallery to discover a 
variety of printing techniques! 

The Printed Line exhibition featured work by 
Picasso, Henri Matisse and Bridget Riley to 
name but a few, and explored all types of print 
making since the beginning of the 20th Century 
to the present day.

The exploration of the screen printing, 
drypoint and fine wood cut printing were all 
on show from the Arts Council Collection with 
some added pieces from the museums own 
collection.

This is what one of our students said 
about their favourite piece;

“A particular highlight was the lithograph on 
paper in an anodised aluminium frame, The 
Great Bear by Simon Patterson. This is a map 

of the London Underground, but all the station 
names are changed to names of important 
people from many different eras. Each line is 
coded as something (grey is footballers, brown 
is engineers such as Einstein, etc). It’s called 
the Great Bear because the map reminds the 
artist of a constellation in how all the dots are 
joined by lines. Though I’m not sure if it will 
factor into my Art work or not, but it was a 
great experience to visit and see lots of 
Artist’s work.”
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The Printed Line Exhibition

WeWALK Technology Trials
Staff in mobility and 
students are delighted to 
be trialling the latest cane 
technology by WeWalk, 
an organisation founded 
by graduates who are 
transforming aids for 
people who are vision 
impaired through ArtificiaI 
Intelligence technology. 

WeWalk’s smart cane 
attachment fits on top of any 
white cane and uses built-in 
sensors, touchpad and voice 
interface to enable the user to 
detect above-ground obstacles 
such as lowered ceiling heights 
by using a front-mounted 
ultrasonic sensor. The device 
warns the user with vibration 
feedback, thus permitting safety 
of the individual. The smart cane 
can also be paired via Bluetooth 

to the user’s smart phone, 
granting access to a host of 
mobility services including 
integrated apps such as Google 
Maps. In effect the smart cane 
talks to user, guiding them to 
their chosen destination based 
on the preset location set on the 
user’s smart phone. It also has 
the ability to highlight to the user 
public transport options and 
give descriptions of what shops 
the individual is passing in case 
this may be of use to them. 
It also helps with orientation, 
creating mapped landmarks. 
Some of our students had the 
chance to use the WeWalk 
smart cane and thought it was 
a ‘cool piece of kit!’ We are all 
looking forward to finding out 
what other innovative products 
they produce!

This term we have loved ILS Focus week. This is 
a yearly event where each and every student sets 
a target for the week for their independent living 
skills, based on developing their own independence 
in an area that is personal to them. 

Each student set a SMART (Specific, measurable, 
achievable, realistic and timely) target which could be 
worked on in school, in the residential setting and at home.

Some examples of targets the students could look at are: 
Identifying coins, using the Seeing AI App to identify 
cans of food in the cupboard, tying shoe laces, practising 
signatures, spreading butter on bread, cooking pasta, 
polishing shoes, tying a tie, learning a new route or using a 
knife and fork.

Nathalie Emanuel, Head of the Independent Living 
Skills Department, was accepting no excuses and the 
results were amazing. “I am thrilled that students have 
really worked hard on their targets and thank you to all 
the staff across campus and the parents for supporting 
the initiative”

ILS Focus Week
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It’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas
Christmas is always a special time of year 
at NCW and despite the restrictions we 
are all enjoying the run up to the festive 
season. 

There has been a whole school Wreath Making 
project, where any student or member of 
staff can use their crafting skills to create a 
decorative trail around school.

The music department has been busy devising 
and practising for the end of term Christmas 
Concert, which will be pre-recorded this year 
and can be enjoyed by everyone online.

Friday 11th December saw the annual 
Christmas Jumper day, with an array of festive 
attire across campus.

Food always plays an important part of life 
but in the run up to Christmas, even more 
so, with Christmas meals taking place in the 
evenings in the houses, Christmas lunch in the 
dining room and all sorts of edible treats being 
created to take home in the ILS department.

Merry Christmas Everyone!


