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Graphic Artist Visit
Worcestershire has a wealth of talented
artists, all from different backgrounds and
specialising in different art disciplines.
We are lucky to be able to build great
working relationships with local artists
and give NCW students different creative
opportunities.
We invited local Graphic Artist Rob Draper to
NCW to show and talk about his work, and
offer any advice to our year 12 and 13 students
studying AS and A Level art.
Rob specialises in hand lettering for
branding and identity, editorial, large scale
works, retail and apparel – he has worked
with some global clients!
It was great to have Rob in to spend time with
students explaining about his background and
training, how lockdown affected his work and

how Instagram promoted some aspects of his
graphic art. The use of materials that we would
normally throw away or find in the recycling bin
used to create pieces of amazing graphic art
encapsulated what lockdown was like for us all.
Rob went on to look at the work Year 12 and 13
are currently doing, offering snippets of advice
here and there. The students really valued his
visit and will be using him as one of their artists
in focus. Rob enjoyed his morning with us and
has invited himself back in the New Year to see
how the students work has progressed.
To see more of Rob’s work,
visit www.robdraper.co.uk

European Day of Languages
To mark this year’s European Day of Languages
on Sunday 26 September, the NCW Modern
Foreign Languages department launched a
cultural diversity project to students, World
Languages and Me. The lucky winner/s would
be treated to a special French breakfast!
NCW is such a varied community, so rather
than focusing on just European languages
and cultures, embracing the world seemed
to be much more fitting with our own school
community.
Ms Molina, Head of Modern Foreign Languages,
instructed students to work in forms, groups,
pairs or individually to come up with their own
innovative and creative way to showcase world
languages. Ideas included writing a poem, a
song, designing a poster, creating a quiz and
thinking of an imaginative anagram for the title of
the project. It didn’t take long for students to get
cracking on their submissions!
There have been some brilliant entries consisting
of all sorts of mediums, students have put a lot

of effort into their work and it was certainly a
very difficult task to judge and choose deserving
winners! However, after much deliberation and
many different languages, winners selected were:
• Amelie and Evie – for their British Sign
Language and hand on hand (Deaf/Blind)
signed poem written by Dot Miles and
performed by both Amelie and Evie, along with
Miss Tasker.
• Roman – for his very original diary entry in
English and Japanese.
As a reward for their excellent and hard work,
Ms Molina treated Amelie, Evie and Roman to a
delicious French breakfast experience. On the
menu was a selection of brioche, chocolate filled
crepes, orange juice and flavoured milks. French
music was also provided for the extra ambiance!
Students were very pleased with their break-time
treat.
Bien joué to all students and their entries!

Worcester Police Station Garden
Students Rahel, DJ and Millie have
been working on an exciting project
to transform the Worcester Police
Station communal garden. They
are aiming to create a peaceful and
thoughtful area for employees to
relax and reflect.
As a treat for them, this week they met
Rapha - a wellbeing dog at the station
and his handler Kirsty! Rapha is partial
to lots of pats, and students were very
happy to oblige!
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Hamilton
Written by Sixth Form student, Amy

Early on Sunday 19
September, a cold and rainy
morning, a group of Sixth
Formers were preparing to
go on a trip to the Westend
to see Hamilton the musical.
The idea came about earlier in
the year during a drama lesson,
where the class were having a
discussion about what a great
experience it would be to go and
see Hamilton on the Westend.
Drama Teacher, Mrs Madden,
managed to get tickets and a
group of five students (Amy,
Samih, Ethan, Martha and Jack)
and five staff members were off
on a minibus down to London!
The trip down was full of
excited, energetic and
enthusiastic students and staff;
who filled the bus with renditions
of songs from the musical.
Once there, the group quickly
became awestruck at the ornate
design of the theatre and the
stage setup. They also had
some of the best seats, being
only three rows from the front,
meaning they experienced some
of the best views!
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Favourite parts of the
performance by students
included;
The portrayal of Samuel Seabury
who everyone felt had excellent
expressions not only displayed
visually, but also in the tone
of his voice which gave the
students a clear picture of what
was happening.
The portrayal of King George
was brilliant, with the actor
playing both sarcastic and
controlling characteristics at
the same time particularly in the
performance of ‘You’ll Be Back’.
The performance in ‘Yorktown’,
which is a song about the end
of the American Revolution.
Students and staff enjoyed the
music, lighting and dancing
from the Actors. The students
also commented on how the
lighting was synced with the fast
pace of the music, which gave
them a better idea of what was
happening on stage as well as
giving them an insight into how a
battle may play out.
The performance in ‘What Did
I Miss’, a song about Thomas
Jefferson returning to America
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after spending time in France.
The extravagance that was
pulled off to show the contrast
to the start of the musical
impressed the students, as well
as just the portrayal of Jefferson
and the persona he put forward.
The students loved the variety
of riffs which all of the actors
could perform, as well as the
outstanding harmonies. There
were so many unique traits that
all of the actors brought to the
performance!
After the performance, the
students were pleasantly
surprised to meet some of the
cast who came over to talk to
them. Students had photos with
the actors and spoke about
how much it meant having a
once in a lifetime opportunity
to see the show and meet the
cast! The actors were delighted
to have NCW students at the
performance.
A big thank you to the staff at
the Victoria Palace Theatre who
helped the running of the trip
go very smoothly, as well as the
cast for putting on an absolutely
amazing performance for
everyone to enjoy.
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Science
News

The NCW Physics department have got a
new Van de Graaff generator, and have been
busy investigating the effects of charging a
student!
A Van de Graaff generator is an electrostatic
generator which removes electrons from the
dome, moves them along a belt and takes them to
the bottom of the generator. The positive charges
left are spread out on the surface of the sphere.
Mr Stark charged up the Van de Graaff by spinning
a wheel which turned the belt and transferred the
electrons away from the metal dome at the top,
making it positively charged. We could soon hear
and then see huge sparks between the big globe
and onto the discharge ball! We made a particle
accelerator.
Sixth Form student Madiha was very excited
to have a go. She stood on a plastic tray while
holding onto the globe and Mr Stark charged it
up again. This time the charge transferred to her

– don’t worry, that plastic tray she was standing
on would definitely prevent any mishaps! The
generator can charge upto 200,000V, but only a
tiny current can flow from the dome so it is totally
safe.
When the Van de Graaff generator starts charging,
it transfers the charge to the person who is
touching it. Since Madiha’s hair strands were
getting charged to the same voltage, they tried to
repel each other and her hair started moving.
Mr Stark’s Science Club on a Friday lunchtime
have also been investigating the new Van de
Graaff.
It’s definitely a “positive” success!

Erasmus Project ends
This term we have been
writing the final reports for
the Erasmus project which
has linked us to five schools
across Europe for the last
three years. Erasmus is the
EU-funded project which is
all about getting people to
travel and share ideas and
culture.  

hosting people from the schools.
We were able to take visitors to
the iconic and historical points
of interest such as the Black
Country Living Museum and
Worcester Warriors, as well as
providing the opportunity to join
NCW lessons and try English
country dancing.

Unfortunately, COVID-19 meant
that we were unable to travel to
Turkey, but in June, members
of Y11, 12 and 13 took part in
a virtual mobility lesson. Our
In the 16 months before
Turkish hosts entertained us with
lockdown, 17 students from
a rich insight into their culture,
Y9, 10, 11 and 13, as well as 13
music, art and history. The
members of staff, experienced
the life and rich culture of Poland, comments of our Head Student,
Freya, after the virtual mobility
Spain, Romania and Bulgaria.
session sum up our feelings
In February 2020, we enjoyed
4
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about the opportunities that our
involvement through the three
years provided:
“The project was a fantastic
experience for all involved. Both
staff and students seemed to
thoroughly enjoy it and come
away with something new. Thank
you to all of the organisers for
allowing us to take part; it was
very interesting and educational
as well as brilliant fun!”
Post-Brexit, we are now aiming
to explore possibilities through
the new Turing scheme –
this is the UK government’s
new scheme to provide
funding for international
opportunities in education and
training across the world.

Opportunity of Lifetime!
A report by Year 11
student Daniel
On Saturday
6 November,
myself and
four other
students
received
what was
for most
of us an opportunity of a
lifetime – to sing in Handel’s
‘Messiah’ with an adult choir;
Wolverhampton Chamber
Choir, professional soloists
and accompanied by a live
professional orchestra; The
Salomon Ensemble.
We spent just over a month
rehearsing what was a fairly
difficult but amazing sounding
piece of choral music, written

and composed all the way back
in 1741. Here are some of our
reflections on the rehearsals and
the big day.
“As I took my seat in the choir
with the sound of chatting people
pounding in my ears, I realised my
excitement. The live orchestra,
choir, and professional soloists. I
have never had this sort of treat at
NCW and at that moment I realised
I probably wouldn’t get it again”
“As the concert began, I listened to
the rich sound of the instrumental
opening. I had never had such an
experience, hearing the instruments
on either side of me, and not just
playing through headphones and
speakers. I would pick things
up that I never could if using
headphones…”

“It was an amazing experience
singing Handel’s Messiah with the
choir, a full professional orchestra
with a conductor, in a church. It
was full of moments we will never
forget like the Hallelujah Chorus.
Rehearsing was difficult as I am the
only alto in the group but it was a
great experience especially for my
A level. There is nothing like singing
with a choir and a full professional
orchestra and it was life changing.
Thank you Mrs Christie.”

Accessibility Day
On Thursday 11 November,
students at NCW had
the opportunity to
experience an afternoon
all about accessibility. With
organisations such as RNIB
and Great Western Rail at
the event, students were
able to talk to a variety of
professionals and explore
a variety of different
accessible products.
Students had the opportunity
to listen to a talk from the local
Guide Dogs team, as well as
meet two furry ambassadors
Sprout and Elaine! It was great
to hear about the training
program for the puppies and the
application process for applying
for a Guide Dog.
Great Western Rail (GWR) used
the afternoon as away to gather
feedback from students on how
to help improve the accessibility
of platforms, stations and trains.
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Students were very forthcoming
with their ideas and suggestions!
Students were able to explore
two different braille displays;
Orbit and Hable. Hable were
open to lots of questions, and
there were many discussions
about the differences in the Orbit
20, Orbit 40 and the Orbit Writer.
Hable One is a brand new braille
display that many students
had not seen before – it is the
world’s smallest braille keyboard
for every smartphone. This was
great for students to explore,
trial and test!
The theme of accessibility
didn’t finish at the end of the
school day – it continued into
the houses! Students could take
a look at different products to
help with independence and
accessibility in the kitchen, with
mobility and also gaming and
leisure.
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Kitchen items on display
included measuring spoons
with braille on, tactile rubber
bands which can be used to
identify different products, a
silicone cover for irons and a
talking microwave. The Smart
Cane is one which vibrates when
there is an obstacle, and is very
advanced to what students are
used to – they had lots of fun
testing this out! Tactile board
games, tactile board games and
a tactile games controller were
on display for all those who have
a love for playing games.
It was great to see so many
different accessible products
that can help towards
a student’s education,
independence, travel and leisure!
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My University
Lowdown
Written by Sixth Form student Amy

Every student
who wants to go
to university has
to go through the
same process when
considering where they
want to go and what
course they want to
study. When you have a disability, this process
can be made even more complicated – you have to
consider various different aspects to get the best
out of the opportunities available.
Recently I have been visiting different universities
in order to help me decide where I want to study
after I have finished sixth form. I’m looking to study
Journalism. This meant not only looking at courses but
also considering things like the campus layout, course
accessibility, disability services and many different
aspects which would make the university experience
more enjoyable.

Chemistry
Practicals
Sixth Form student Ahmed is studying
A Level Chemistry and is very excited
about being able to carry out his own
practical experiments using adapted
equipment.

In a recent Chemistry lesson, Ahmed has
been measuring the amount of gas given
off when ethanoic acid is added to calcium
carbonate!
He is working independently, using an
adapted syringe to measure out 30ml of
acid, adding it to the calcium carbonate and
then using a gas syringe marked with tacti
marker to measure the gas produced.
Studying at NCW means that Ahmed
can actually do the practical, rather than
observing it!
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Last week, I went to visit the university of
Gloucestershire where I met the disability advisor, course
leader and technician and accommodation officer. I was
also taken on a tour where I was shown key places such
as the library, student accommodation and where my
course would be taught. I thoroughly enjoyed the visit, I
particularly enjoyed talking to both the course leader and
disability advisor as well as some of the current students
who were involved with the student union. The campus
was also very centralised which made accessing
different areas more straightforward.
The last couple of years have made the university
selection process even more complicated because of
COVID, meaning that a majority of the events normally
held have been conducted online. I have been doing my
fair share of virtual open days!
The experience of a virtual open day is vastly different
to experiencing a physical open day – focusing more
on imagery, video and recorded talks from lecturers. So
the opportunity to visit a university in person has really
been beneficial to me! For a student with any disability,
accessibility would be one of the highest priorities when
looking at universities, and I feel that this can only really
be done face to face.
I am looking forward to attending more universities so
that I can see how different they are laid out as well as
their adaptability. After I have finished looking at different
universities I can begin comparing to see which would
be best suited for me and the course I want to do!

Chocolate
Heaven!
A report by DJ and Rahel

On Monday 8 November,
students DJ, Rahel, Toby and
Corey, along with a group
of (just as excited) NCW
staff boarded the minibus
to ‘Chocolate Heaven’ – aka
Cadbury World.
We planned this trip to Cadbury
World with NCW Activities
Co-ordinator, Megan, so that
we could learn how to organise
a school trip as part of our
Thematics study. There are
lots of things to such as; risk
assessments, asking permission
and arranging transport!
We first researched the website
to see if it was accessible
for wheelchair users, to find
out admission prices, where
Cadbury World is and how long
it would take to get there.
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We were so excited to
go as we had never
been before and..
well, who doesn’t like
chocolate!?
The Cadbury shop reminded us
of a chocolate maze! There were
boxes of Freddos, Curly Wurlies,
giant chocolate buttons, Advent
Calendars, chocolates in mugs,
chocolate cups, chocolate
mis-shapes, shoes, Santas..
there were even chocolate
footballs. It was truly a paradise
for a chocoholic. Of course we
spent lots of time in the shop,
choosing things to buy.
Next stop after the shop was
the 4D cinema, which was
absolutely brilliant! Inside,
there were roller coaster chairs
that moved really fast with the
film so it felt like we were really
experiencing what was going on.
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At lunchtime, we bought a
hot chocolate with cream,
marshmallows, a flake AND a
Freddo! It was huge and tasted
AMAZING!
On the tour of the factory, we
got to play with some melted
chocolate and make decorations
on a table. DJ drew a picture
of Rahel, and Rahel wrote her
name in print and braille! We also
looked at the moulds that are
used to make different shaped
chocolates.
Towards the end of the tour,
there were lots of interactive
games for us to play, such as
growing your own cocoa plant.
It was a choc-tastic day out and
we would love to go again!
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National Poetry Day
In celebration of National
Poetry Day, Dr Jack McGowen
and Ruth Stacey from the
University of Worcester Creative
Writing Department, paid NCW
students a visit on Friday 8
October.
Both Jack and Ruth have been
writing for a number of years
spanning across various writing
forms and genres. Students
were delighted to sit and listen
to poems, as well as having a
go at writing their own. Sixth
Form student Amy took the
opportunity to interview the
creative writers to find out why
they enjoy writing, poetry and
their influences.
Why did you choose to get
into the area of writing that
you are in?

way of getting something
written. It was simple and could
be written quickly.”
Have you always been into
poetry?
Ruth: “I’ve always felt like I
was a poet. I love writing and
reading it, and being able to
write my own poems is my way
of trying to get into that area.
Jack: “I’ve also always loved
poetry much like Ruth, but
from a lecturer’s perspective I
get a huge amount of joy from
hearing other people’s work,
which is something I love about
the poetry community.
We both feel that the poetry
community is very supportive
and a great way of creating
something collaboratively.”

Jack: “I believe that a writer
can write anything, particularly
these days for example. I
also like to write video game
narratives but for performance
poetry I’ve found that this was
the most enjoyable form of
writing.”

How and where do you find
inspiration?

Ruth: “I’ve always loved books
and poetry, initially writing
poetry for myself. I’ve always
wanted to write particularly
within the realm of historical
and fantasy novels; but as I’ve
gotten older I’ve moved into
poetry as this was a quicker

Jack: “Much like Ruth, I
think that a person can get
inspiration from anywhere.
We shouldn’t feel that being
uninspired is a failure on your
part as a writer. One thing that
we teach at the University is

Ruth: “I’m a great consumer of
culture in any terms. I’m always
curious and communicate
with a lot of people so I don’t
normally feel myself as being
uninspired.”

that “absorbing, reading and
thinking are just as important as
writing.”
How would you go about
adapting something like
performance poetry so that
it is accessible for a blind
audience?
Jack: “There is a module at
the University of Worcester
called Slam Spoken Word and
Performance Poetry which
many vision impaired students
have completed. The module
focuses more on voice and
feeling, rather than what
something looks like on a page
or on the stage. At the heart of
it, poetry is all about sharing
pieces verbally.”
Ruth: “Much of my research is
about visual connection – this
allows for something called
Ekphrasis, which is about
describing a piece of visual
art and people write a piece
around that, another way of
doing this is by playing a piece
of music which would get the
same level of sensory reaction.
We both believe that there is
always ways of adaption and
inclusion.”

Fundraising NEWS
We have recently welcomed Lottie Veasey to the Fundraising team and she has
really hit the ground running. She has been involved in setting up our new lottery,
changing the look of the Website fundraising pages and generally made it easier
for people to donate. You can check out all of these developments on our website
https://www.ncw.co.uk/support-us
We are also delighted to announce a new corporate partner, Brillen.co.uk. They
are set to bring a whole new approach to High Street Opticians. Their aim is to
open around 200 stores across the UK and in addition to making a very generous
donation to NCW, we are working them with the aim of providing work experience
placements, internships and possibly apprenticeships for some of our students.
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Trip to Arthog
Students Millie, Tom, Rahel and Harry
ventured to Arthog, a village in North
Wales, with the NCW Activities Team
to experience a weekend outdoors and
going back to basics!

The weather remained beautiful blue skies,
meaning that the group could get out to
explore to local area. They took a hike near the
Mawddach Estuary and climbed a small peak
which boasted scenic views across Barmouth!

Museum of
Royal Worcester
In November, Year 7
and 8 students had the
wonderful opportunity to
have a pottery session
with visitors from
the Museum of Royal
Worcester.

Students were able to have a go at outdoor
rock climbing and enjoyed some tandem
cycling too.
The pizza stove was put to great use as
students made their own pizzas and enjoyed
being able to smell them bubbling under the
fire – very rustic!
It was a great experience for students.

Visitors Kay and Louise
brought with them the
pop-up museum, and were
able to let students have
an afternoon exploring the creative work from
well-known Royal Worcester Porcelain. Students
delved into holding rare and decorative pieces
from their collection, some of which dated all the
way back to the 18th century!
One museum piece was a specially created
Plaster of Paris mould made for the Earl of
Coventry after he lost his sight in a hunting
accident. This piece had raised relief depicting
leaf forms and a raised pattern edge.
As a starter, flowers and fruit were passed around
and students were given a small amount of clay to
try and model which item they had been given.
After everyone had explored the items, students
were split into two groups, with one half creating
clay plates by rolling out the clay and using a
template to fit the clay onto, and the other group
creating coil pots using small plant pots to work
around. Students were able to use floral stamps
to press into the clay to add decorations to their
finished pieces!
Year 7 and 8 worked very hard that afternoon and
have some wonderful pieces to show for their
hard work and effort.
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West
Midlands
Safari Park
Lantern
Festival
A group of students from Peggy
Markes House recently took a
trip to the West Midlands Safari
Park to see
the incredible
Lantern
Festival!
They had a
wonderfully
festive time!

Birthday
Celebrations
There have been so many birthday celebrations
this term! All the houses celebrate in style when
students have a birthday or special occasion.
Here are just a few photographs of the parties
from recent weeks!
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Independent Stocking Fillers!
Are you wondering what to get as stocking
fillers for a young person who is blind or
vision impaired? Or maybe you would like
some ideas on useful gifts!

Palm Peeler
From RNIB, the Palm Peeler is a really super little
gadget allowing quick and easy peeling of all fruit and
vegetables.

Take a look at our handpicked goodies below,
specially selected by Miss Emanuel, Head of
Independent Living Skills!

Tactile Measuring Spoons
These provide clear and effective markers to ensure
exact measurements when cooking. The spoons are
ideal for those with reduced vision as measurements
are marked in both large bold font and braille.
Designed to be dishwasher safe, the sets also features
large handles for easy grip and a dripless spout for a
clean pour. The set also includes a leveller.

Sistema Microwave Pot
These are so popular and can be found in most
supermarkets or cookware stores! They are available in
lots of different sizes for various foods and allow safe
heating. The handle is easy to use and stays cool –
perfect for warming something up and eating straight
from the pot!
Talking thermometer
The RNIB probe is very simple and easy to use with a
clear voice and easy to see LCD display.
It has been tried and tested by RNIB and is used in our
own ILS department! Great for allowing young people
to get accustomed to cooking their own food.

Other brilliant and useful ideas for gifts:
• Dycem jar and bottle opener
• Dycem mats
• Oven gloves
• Aira subscription
• Lego audio and braille instructions
• Rubik’s Tactile Cube
• Signature guide
• Braille Uno
• Audio football

Festive Fun!
As ever the run up to
Christmas is a frantic
flurry of run at NCW with
Christmas jumper day,
Christmas meals in the
houses, Christmas lunch at
school, Christmas creating in
Art and Independent Living
Skills and much more – all
rounded off with a magical
Christmas Concert.
Students have been busy little
baking elves in ILS recently, and
have produced some festive
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goodies to take home with them
for the Christmas period! We
are sure they will be very much
enjoyed whilst they last
A very big thank you to
Farmer Mann from Pitlands
Farm Holidays for donating
a wonderful Christmas Tree
to NCW, this was extremely
generous of him! Students Toby,
Corey and Jack visited the farm,
had an al fresco style lunch,
bought some delicious cakes
from the cafe and took home
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their very own NCW tree. The
tree will be on display in school
during the Christmas period
before it is planted in the Currie
Garden to use every year!
It is becoming so festive around
school and it’s lovely to see the
decorations appearing.
Peggy Markes’ house have put
together a beautiful Christmas
scene outside for all to
experience. How magical!
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Cathedral Tree
Once again, Worcester Cathedral are hosting
their popular Christmas Tree Festival, which
sees dozens of decorated trees by local schools,
charities and organisations set up in the
medieval cloisters.

We are delighted that NCW has a tree this year, which
has been decorated using baubles made by students.
Each bauble has been dipped in marbling paint to give a
wonderful psychedelic, tie-dye effect using multicolours.
Each bauble is different, unique and individual, which
perfectly reflects our students.

Christmas
Child boxes
Thank you to our school community who have helped
donate to the Samaritans Christmas Child this year.
We’ve filled 13 boxes to the brim with lots of wonderful
gifts, clothes, toys, stationary, toiletries and £25
towards sending the boxes. A fabulous community
effort from students and staff.
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