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Flying High
At the end of June, students had the 
amazing opportunity to learn how to 
fly using a spectacular 6m high dome 
rig, during an aerial dance session 
at Everybody Dance! This charitable 
organisation aims to inspire, explore and 
create great dance experiences with 
disabled and non-disabled people of all 
ages in unexpected spaces. 

The dome rig has three legs and a high circle 
which supports the rigging and performers who 
can work at heights between ground level and 

6 meters. The facilitators at Everybody Dance in 
Herefordshire demonstrated to students and 
staff how to twist and turn in the air, before it 
was their turn to have a go at creating their own 
dances in the style of butterflies and birds!

The group had a wonderful day out experiencing 
something that no one had tried before. Thank 
you to Mrs Fisher for organising the trip!
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Geography Field Trip

Mystery 
Shopper!

Mr Snowdon lead a trip to 
Minehead this term with a group 
of students to look at the sea 
defences, learn why we have 
sea defences and about the 
decisions made around where to 
put them and why.  

They also looked at how effective the 
groynes are at stopping longshore 
drift. At Kilve the group looked 

at wave cut notches, the gaps at 
the base of the cliff and wave cut 
platforms. With sea defences it 
is good to really experience them 
to understand how big they are 
and the size of rock armour. Wave 
cut notches and platforms are 
interesting and difficult to imagine 
without first-hand experience. The 
group also looked for fossils.

As part of our work 
to become more 
equipped to support 
the wellbeing of 

students, a number of teaching and 
residential staff have recently undergone 
training to gain NCW Trauma Informed 
Schools (TIS) status.

NCW is committed to ensuring that we 
develop a Trauma and Mental Health Informed 
Approach which will protect our school 
community members – staff, children and 
parents alike.

TIS is a whole school approach to give all 
adults working at NCW the skills, knowledge 
and understanding to recognise the impact 
trauma can have on a child. In addition, it is 
to help adults working with young people to 
mitigate the impact of toxic stress, and ensure 
young people can engage in their learning.

11 members of NCW staff have undergone the 
training and assessment process to complete a 
level 5 diploma and become TIS practitioners.

We all need to be trauma aware and do our 
best to embed it into the culture and values of 
NCW. We are now making plans to share this 
training more widely across NCW so that our 
whole school community can effectively deal 
with trauma and the impact on young people.

Well done to everyone who completed the 
course. 

Will has been visiting different 
supermarkets and doing shop assist for 
his mobility lessons. He has particularly 
enjoyed visiting the budget supermarkets 
(Lidl & Aldi) and doing a price comparison.

In Lidl they had never done shop assistance 
for a service user before so Will explained what 
they had to do.

Well done Will!
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We are delighted this year 
the popular Metro Athletics 
event took place after a 
break of two years because 
of the pandemic. Students 
from NCW competed in a 
number of races and games, 
and were determined to beat 
their personal bests! 

Travelling to London for a day of 
sports were Kacey, Eben, Rahel, 
Emma, Tom W, George, Luke, 
Roman, Lawson, Maxwell, Joe 
and Jamie.

The day was fun and uplifting, 
filled with cheers from the 
audience, the sound of trainers 
stomping the track and the 
loud starter pistol opening each 
race! Many medals were won 

including Eben winning 1st place 
in the U17 Boys 100m, Luke 
claiming gold in the Senior Men 
200m, Kacey winning the U14 
Girls Long Jump and Emma 
grabbing the winning spot for 
U17 Girls Javelin.

There were many more wins 
amongst our competitors, and 
all came away with medals and 
certificates. The full Track and 
Field results can be viewed on 
the Metro Blind Sport website 
www.metroblindsport.org/
athletics-open-2022-a-huge-
success

Our thanks go to Metro Athletics 
for a wonderful day with a great 
friendly competitive atmosphere. 
It was great to be back!

Metro Success
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Summer 
Residentials 
and Camps

A group of fearless Year 8 and 9 students 
recently embarked on an end of year 
camp, packed with fun activities and new 
experiences. 

The adventure started bright and early on 
Monday 13 June, with students piling into the 
minibus ready to go canoeing down the River 
Avon. Canoeing was Leo’s favourite part of the 
whole trip as he found it very enjoyable and he 
loves “being on boats and in water”. The group 
then headed off to the campsite in Malvern to 
set up their tents. 

After an evening gathered around the campfire 
and a night under canvas, paddle boarding was 
up first the next day, with Kacey describing 
it as “lots of fun but a few of us did fall in!”. 
Phoebe’s favourite part of the camp was 
paddle boarding – she especially liked pushing 
Phil into the water! Rock climbing followed, 
particularly enjoyed by new student Naman, as 
before camp, he had been scared to give it a 
go. He now feels a lot more confident! 

After all that excitement and physical 
endurance, the group returned to their camp 
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to cook pizzas and try bowling. Kacey 
managed to score a whopping 120 points. 
Len says it was “great getting to push the 
heavy ball off the ramp and hearing the 
thud it made on the floor.”

Wednesday dawned and the campers went 
down to a farm to get up close to different 
animals and have a go at horse riding. Roman 
was initially nervous about riding, but once he 
was trotting with Sparky, he was all smiles! 

On the last day, Thursday, students immersed 
themselves in bush craft – spending the day 
learning how to light fires, build dens and basic 
survival skills.

Students certainly slept well after an 
action-packed week, and all agreed that 
“camp was a great experience and it 
allowed us to do activities that we haven’t 
tried before”.

Year 10 had a wonderful time and fine 
weather for their camp to North Wales. 
Activities included climbing on Barmouth 
slabs, walking over Barmouth Bridge, visiting 
the remote fortress of Castell-Y-Bere, and 
experiencing the beautiful Dolgoch Waterfalls.  
With BBQ food and an evening on the beach it 
was a perfect camp experience for Year 10!
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Fundraising NEWS

Blindfold Mile
Friends at Newtown Green 
Community Group held a 
‘Blindfold Mile’ in support of NCW in July 
and invited people to take on the unusual 
and memorable challenge of walking a mile 
blindfolded whilst raising funds for NCW. 

The challenge aim was to spread awareness 
of vision impairment and allow people to 
experience some of the challenges that blind 
and partially sighted people overcome each day. 
Thank you, Newtown Green Community Group!

If you or someone you know would like to 
take on the Blindfold Mile contact Lottie in 
Fundraising on cveasey@ncw.co.uk

Students raise money for 
Ukranian charity
Students Rahel and DJ have been busy 
working on various business enterprises 
to raise money for a chosen charity in 
Ukraine, supporting those who are vision 
impaired.

World Blind Union Unity Fund supports blind 
and vision impaired people in Ukraine by helping 
them to rebuild following on from the conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine.

Rahel and DJ feel passionate about being able 
to help and do their bit, by raising money across 
the NCW school community.

The business duo have so far organised a 
popular pizza night for students and a car 
washing service on campus for staff to pay £5 to 
have their car cleaned whilst they are at work. 

Both Rahel and DJ have done a fantastic 
job, and have been incredibly organised with 

effective time management to 
ensure their enterprises were 
run smoothly.

The team’s final profit of £91.71 
will now be donated to the 
World Blind Union Unity Fund.
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Fundraising NEWS Students raise money 
for NCW

We are delighted to 
announce that students 
here at NCW, have raised 
an amazing £438.82 
as  part of our yearly 
campaign ‘Eye Care We 
Care.’

The students enjoyed a non 
uniform day, a yummy cake 

sale and organised a copper mile coin collection. 

The ‘Copper Mile’ raised an amazing £326.80!

The Fundraising Committee enjoyed sorting all 
the money which took several hours … Some of 
the students have been tasked with working out 
the distance and the total length was an amazing 
185.5m!

Many thanks to everyone that supported the 
events and made it happen.  We were blown 
away by people’s generosity. 

Snowdon at Night
NCW has teamed up with Global Adventures 
and secured spaces for a ‘Snowdon at 
night’ trek at the beginning of October.  You 
can have the experience of a lifetime and 
raise money for NCW at the same time.

Trekking Mount Snowdon during the daytime 
forms a great challenge, but by using torches 
to light your way and having the moon as your 
backdrop, summiting at night brings another 
sense of achievement to an already recognised 
charity trek.

For more information on how to participate, see 
the NCW website. 

Thank you everyone!
The Fundraising Department would like 
to thank everyone that has supported 
NCW over the last academic year. 

We have been blown away by the support 
from individuals, corporates, community 
groups, trusts and foundations.

It has been a busy year packed with events 
and activities, something that during COVID 
we really missed.

We have enjoyed seeing people take on 
challenges to raise funds for NCW. From 
cycle rides, treks, litter picks, skydives, bingo 
nights and  concerts to blindfold dinners and 
everything in between – it has been eventful!

At the end of the summer term two parents 
took on ‘The Peak Trek’ and a group of 12 
intrepid canoeists are planning a 3 day canoe 
trek covering over 80 miles. 

We have also developed our Regular Giving 
Programme and have a steady stream of 
donations that come in each month. With 
your support, the donations we receive helps 
to provide our students with the facilities, 
opportunities and experiences they deserve.

A special thank you to Staff and Parents for 
their endless support.

If you know of any organisation that would 
like to get involved with fundraising for 
NCW – please let us know by emailing 
fundraising@ncw.co.uk

Our next social event is ‘Wine and Nibbles’ 
at Waitrose on the 20th of October. Details 
can be found on our website.
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Jake 
helps Supermarket 
with accessibility
Our local Tesco Community Champions, 
Angie and Rachel, recently visited NCW for 
a tour and to have lunch with the students. 

Year 10 student Jake, helped with the tour and 
talked about his experiences of shopping, and 
what Tesco might be able to do to make the 
store more accessible.  Jake suggested having 
braille stickers on the WC doors in store to help 
him identify which toilet to use when he shopped 

there. He felt that it would really help him, his 
fellow pupils and customers that shop who are 
blind or vision impaired.

Jake then made it happen and visited Tesco St 
Peters to place the braille stickers around the 
store.

Thank you to Steve Winfield (Store Manager) and 
Rachel Bluck for being so supportive of NCW.  
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Recognised for her 
outstanding 46 years of service 
to Education and Special 
Education, Mrs Barter, Head of 
Religious Education at NCW, 
was invited to a very special 

garden party at Buckingham 
Palace to celebrate.

Following her royal invitation, 
Rosie Barter attended the Queen’s 
Garden Party on Wednesday 18 
May along with other members of 
the public who are recognised for 
their services to local communities 
and society.

“I had a lovely day, having 
lunch first in London with my 
husband followed by the event at 
Buckingham Palace from 3pm – 
6pm.”

The garden party was hosted on 
a beautiful sunny day, with music 
from military bands travelling 
across the immaculate gardens 
and afternoon tea presented for all 
attending on beautiful china.

“Highlights for me included 
chatting to other people to find out 
what they had been nominated 
for – there were lots of people from 
different organisations. There were 
nurses who had provided amazing 
services during Covid, as well as 
charity workers. 

I also loved seeing The Duchess 
of Cambridge, Kate, so close up. 
She looked beautiful and was so 
gracious when talking to people. It 
feels so nice to receive recognition 
for something I love doing. I had a 
lovely day out and feel very proud!”

Rosie has taught at NCW for 27 
years, working in a variety of roles 
including Head of Geography, 
History Teacher and now Head of 
RE and ASDAN (Award Scheme 
Accreditation and Network).

Outstanding Service

In January, Worcestershire County Council launched a competition 
to create a banner design to commemorate The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. The competition received over 200 entries from young 
people all over Worcestershire! We were delighted that Year 8 
student Jamie, won with his creative design!

In judging the entries, the Lord-Lieutenant of Worcestershire said that 
all of the designs were wonderful, but he particularly liked Jamie’s 
design for its representation of Worcestershire.

The design was used on Worcestershire County Council’s 
social media channels and website throughout the Jubilee 
celebrations. Jamie was also invited to the exclusive 
Worcestershire Jubilee Garden Party to be held at Hartlebury 
Castle.

Thrilled upon winning the competition, Jamie said: “I really 
can’t believe I won, but I’m pleased that I have. With my banner 
design, I wanted to include important references to Worcester as well as to 
the Queen.” Well done Jamie.

Jubilee Competition Winner



In May, two senior students had the great 
honour of attending the May Court Dinner of 
the Worshipful Company of Lightmongers at 
the Tallow Chandlers Hall in central London.

Travelling by train with two members of NCW 
staff it was a wonderful experience for students 
Mustafa and Martha to attend a formal dinner. It 
was a black-tie event so a chance to get dressed 
up in their finery and represent the College at this 
prestigious event. 

The evening started with a champagne reception 
and was followed by a wonderful four course 
dinner and speeches as the Court welcomed a new 
Liveryman and five new Freemen to their Company.

The Lightmongers Livery Company is a modern 
Livery company with all of the members being 
involved in, or linked to, the lighting industry. As 
well as fostering the art and science of lighting 
and promoting fellowship in the industry, the 
Company also invests in its future by encouraging 
the development of education and training 
programmes, and, via the Lightmongers Charitable 
Trust also provides support to charities helping 

those who suffer from sensory deprivation of sight 
or hearing.

NCW, along with Mary Hare School for deaf 
children, is fortunate to be one of the educational 
settings which benefits from ongoing support from 
the Charitable Trust. At May’s Court dinner each 
year, two students from each school receive an 
Exceptional Achievement Award sponsored by 
Past Master Hugh Ogus MBE.

Mustafa was presented with an award from Master 
Margaret Fitzsimons, for his commitment as Head 
Student for 2021/22. Unfortunately, fellow Head 
Student for this year, Asriel, was unable to attend 
the dinner but Martha, who was Head Student in 
2020/21 and last year’s winner accepted the award 
on their behalf.

Mustafa said: “My favourite thing was the dessert!”

Martha said: “People were really welcoming”

During the whirlwind trip the students also 
managed some sightseeing around the Tower 
of London, and the obligatory photographs with 
Paddington Bear at the station!
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Worshipful Company 
of Lightmongers May 
Court Dinner
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Celebration Day
It was with great joy that we were able to 
welcome students’ families and other special 
guests to Celebration Day this year, for the 
first time since 2019.  

A wonderful concert was held in the morning, 
followed by lunch and prizegiving.

The guest speaker for the day was John Flanner 
MBE who is also vision impaired. He gave an 
inspirational talk highlighting the importance 
of taking advantage of even the smallest 
opportunities because you never know where they 
might lead. 

John then went on to present the students with 
their awards. Among the winners were Martha, 
who won prizes in Psychology, Theatre Studies 
and the Painter Cup for Musical Theatre; Tobias, 
who won the Modern Languages Diment Cup, 
and The Fletcher/Butcher Cup for Music and 
Madiha, who won The Davis Cup for Physics and 
The Davies Prize for Mathematics. Lower school 
winners included Ciara, who won awards for 
Business Studies, History and Mathematics and 
Phoebe, who won the KS3 Special Prize, KS3/4 
Braille Prize and the prize for Art and Design. This 
years’ winners of Student of the Year for each of 

the residential settings were Daniel, Isobel, Ram 
and Evie.  Congratulations to all the winners.

The event was especially poignant – as well as 
saying goodbye to the student leavers it was 
also the last concert for for Musical Director, Mrs 
Christie and for Principal, Miss Ross. The Music 
team performed a special song for Mrs Christie 
and some of the parents had also prepared a 
presentation for Miss Ross. There wasn’t a dry eye 
in the house!

We wish all our leavers the very best of luck in their 
onward adventures.
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The Leavers’ dinner is the biggest 
event of the year for years 11, 12 and 
13 students. It is a chance to celebrate 
the achievements of the past year and 
for some a culmination of many years 
at NCW.

Preparations started early in the afternoon 
with everyone getting excited and starting to 
get ready for the event in the evening. Some 
students had a rest ahead of the late night, 
some had their hair and make-up done and 
some went into Worcester to get their nails 
painted professionally. Even some of the 
boys got their nails done! Most were getting 
suits out of wardrobes, polishing shoes and 
practising tying their ties and bow ties.

As the hour of departure drew closer, students 
excitement and also nerves heightened for 
those who aren’t used to getting dressed up 
and attending a formal dinner.

When it was time to leave NCW, the students 
boarded a 1930s vintage bus which is 
something most had never had the opportunity 
to do before. Although the weather was 
overcast, it didn’t dampen the spirits of the 
students inside the bus. Students broke into 
song – the inevitable “Wheels on the Bus!”

The dinner was being held at a nearly hotel 
a short drive away called the Pear Tree. On 
arrival, the students mingled, had formal 
photographs taken and enjoyed drinks from 

Oh, What A Night!
An account by Sixth Form student Amy.
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the bar before sitting down for a wonderful 
three course meal. Mrs Kings, Art Teacher, 
had decorated the room in an “Alice in 
Wonderland” theme, including the table plan, 
table decorations and other surprises around 
the room.

After the meal it was time for the traditional 
NCW LAFTA awards with categories including 
funniest, kindest and most likely to become a 
superhero. Votes on the night were taken and 
counted for the Prom King and Prom Queen. 
The winners this year were Madiha and Ethan, 
with close runners up – Lily, Martha, Tobias 
and Jack. Everyone looked truly fabulous.

At last it was time to get onto the dancefloor 
and let our hair down to some disco classics. 
Favourites of the night were “Sweet Caroline”, 
“Uptown Funk” and “YMCA”.

It was an amazing night, lots of fun was had 
by all - although the next day there were a few 
tired faces around school!
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There are many school events 
that as a community, we all 
enjoy and look forward to 
during the summer. One of 
those events is of course the 
annual MCC v NCW Cricket 
Match!

It was a beautiful day for this 
year’s match, with the sun shining 
and a light breeze. As the MCC 
team donned their variety of Sim 
Specs, the spectators took their 
places for what is always a fun, 
but hard-fought competition. Clive 
Spencer acted as umpire, and 
Lynne Newell from the Worcester 
Old Elizabethans as the scorer.

NCW Team captain Luke made 
sure that his team knew what 
they were doing and in what order 
that they would be bowling. With 
MCC batting first the NCW team 
got into position to try and get the 
opposition out.

The game was very intense with 
some very good bowls from 
Stan who managed to get two 
consecutive wickets, and Ethan 
who managed to get one wicket. 
There were some very close plays 
where the MCC players were 
nearly out – whether that be from 

NCW players catching the ball or 
throwing it at the wicket.

After everyone in the NCW team 
had bowled, there was a short 
time out while the MCC team 
prepared to field and the NCW 
team prepared to bat.

After the break was over Stan and 
Luke approached the wicket ready 
to bat. The second half of the 
game was just as intense as the 
first half with both teams fighting 
tooth and nail to win the match!

In the end, the MCC Team won 
with 88 for 4 but the NCW Team 
weren’t far behind with 80 for 4.

The highest scorer for NCW was 
Tom L who got a whopping 26, 
and Eben and Ilya also did well 
with 8 each.

Lynne Newell said: “It was an 
excellent game, very close and 
played in great spirit.”

Following some group 
photographs, both teams headed 
off to enjoy an after-match Cricket 
tea. Players on both sides got to 
talk and get to know each other 
better, whilst enjoying some lovely 
sandwiches and cakes!

Mrs Price, Head of PE at NCW, 
said: “It was wonderful weather 
for our spectacular students to 
take on the mighty MCC”

Student Joe: “I really enjoyed 
playing with tough opponents.”

Student Stevie: “It was pretty 
cool and good fun.”

MCC player, Gareth Davies: “It 
is a humbling experience and 
good to be able to understand 
the impact of different eye 
conditions.”

Captain of the MCC team, 
Oliver Uffindall, said: “It is 
always really good fun and my 
favourite thing is that alongside 
new players, a number of the team 
like to come back year after year 
because it’s such a lovely event. It 
is just very relaxed”

A massive thank you to all of 
the players who took part in this 
amazing match; a special well 
done to Amy for being the only 
female player on the day!

So, MCC are the narrow victors 
this year – but who knows what 
will happen next?!

PE News
MCC v NCW Cricket Match
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There was great excitement 
at the end of June as players 
were selected for the annual 
Staff -v- Student cricket match.

This event is literally the most 
competitive on the school 
calendar with both sides 
determined to win! It was a 
wonderful afternoon of cricket 

– a BBQ lunch and a visit from 
the ice cream van adding to the 
atmosphere.

The staff team was matched with 
the student team using SIM specs 
or by removal of their own glasses 
to make the competition fair, 
although there were allegations 
of unfair play when staff were 

spotted removing their SIMS 
specs or peaking over the top!

The match was not without 
drama, with Activities 
Co-ordinator Phil being 
disqualified for hitting the 
ball directly at a student and 
Languages teacher Mr Lithgoe 
also finding himself on the end 
of a fast ball which landed in a 
vulnerable part of his body!!! 

The staff team batted first and 
finished on 53 runs – a tough 
target to beat, but the Students 
rose to the challenge and finished 
on 57 runs – the winners! Captain 
Tom L accepted the winner’s 
award the following day at 
Celebration Day whilst the losing 
team looked on.

Congratulations to Ciara, who was 
selected to join the GB Ladies 
Goalball team for the Under 19s 
European ParaYouth Games (EPYG 
2022) at the Pajulahti Olympic 
& Paralympic Training Centre in 
Finland in July.

This was Ciara’s first time representing 
GB - she played in some matches and 
was on the subs bench for others. 
What a great experience to be part of 
the team and to travel internationally 
to represent her country.

Staff -v- Student Cricket Match

GB Goalball
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Skittle Alley 
Fun!
The Peggy Markes Team have 
been busy this term and now 
have their very own skittle 
alley! The students have loved 
the competition but it seems 
that Houseparent Alan is still 
the reigning champion!

House goodbyes
Students and staff in Peggy 
Markes have been saying 
goodbye to some of their 
students who are moving on 
this summer. Klara received 
a goodbye goody basket for 
her move to the sixth form, 
and friends finally got to enjoy 
a meal out with Tom L for his 
farewell from the house.

Dots House
Dots House had a fantastic weekend 
camping in Wales at the end of 
term. The weather was fabulous for 
camping, and they spent lots of time 
on the beach, swimming in the sea and 
catching crabs! There was camp pizza, 
fish and chips and, of course, the odd 
ice cream! Thank you Ali from Dots for 
organising such an amazing weekend!

It has been a fun and busy 
term in the Hostel. The 
gang celebrated Martha’s 
19th birthday, enjoyed 
Rahel and DJ’s fundraiser 
pizza night, chilled out 
on the front lawn for a 
relaxation session and 
played a very competitive 
game of skittles!  It 
transpires that the path at 
the front of the Sixth Form 
Hostel makes a brilliant 
skittle alley!

News from the Houses!

Hostel News!


